Lungming has no native writing system: all 
writing is dooe in Chinese characters The Chinese 
have been ifcw^loping a script for the Ctauang. but the 
informant had no knowledge of this Therefore, all 
the data in tfcis monograph are written in a phonetic 
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transcription based on the International Phonetic 
Alphabet, except for the palatal semivowel, which is 
written y rather than J. In earlier writings, Gedney 
used i and a for the back unrounded vowels as a 
matter of* typographical convenience. Based on 
Gedney s recommendation, to show that these vowels 
are back and not central, the symbols ui and y, 
respectively, have been substituted for the original 
ones. The symbol y was also used for the high back 
unrounded semivowel. Originally devised by Gedney on 
the analogy of ±, the y proved to be easily confused 
with the unbarred y and has therefore been replaced 
with the IPA symbol u{. 



Phonology 

As in other Tai dialects and languages, the 
phonological pattern of Lungming is based on the 
syllable. Each syllable has distinctions in tone, 
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